Amendments to the Specification: 



Please replace paragraph [0030] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0030] The roof 2 may be entirely or only partially rigid and portions of or the entire roof 2 
preferably are lined (covered) with a textile cover 2a. The roof 2 is preferably movable altogether 
to its opening portion position and can be partially or entirely stored within the vehicle body 6 
below a window shoulder line 5. In this specification, the term '^window shoulder line" is 
intended to mean the substantially horizontally extending border or interface between the upper 
edge of the vehicle body 6 and the bottommost exposed portions of the side windows of the 
vehicle 1. 

Please replace paragraph [0032] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0032] As shown in Fig. 1, a hat shelf 10 optionally may be provided adjacent to the rear 
window 4 and is preferably substantially horizontal when the roof 2 is disposed in the closed 
portion position . The hat shelf 10 is preferably folded and stored when the roof 2 is opened. 
For example, the hat shelf 10 may be designed to be movable in one or more blocks as the roof 2 
is being opened. In addition or in the alternative, a tarpaulin, a boot or any similar cover may be 
provided to cover the roof 2 when the roof 2 is stored in the roof storage compartment. 
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Amendments to the claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A convertible vehicle comprising: 

a vehicle body defining a window shoulder line along its upper edge, 
a foldable roof comprising a roof cover and a rear window supported within a rear roof 
portion, the foldable roof being pivotably coupled to the vehicle body so as to be movable 
between a roof open position and a roof closed position, wherein the rear window extends to, or 
below, the window shoulder line when the foldable convertible roof is disposed in the roof 
closed position, and 

at least two tensioning bow portions disposed substantially laterally with respect to the 
rear window and on opposite, lower sides of the foldable roof, wherein a space between the 
tensioning bow portions is defined proximal to a rear, lower edge of the foldable roof and the 
window shoulder line when the foldable roof is disposed in the roof closed position, a first end of 
each tensioning bow portion is pivotably coupled , dir e ctly or indir e ctly, to the vehicle body and a 
second end of each tensioning bow portion is pivotably coupled , dir e ctly or indir e ctly, to the rear 
window, and wherein the tensioning bow portions are arranged and constructed to apply a 
stretching force across a rear portion of the roof cover when the roof is disposed in the roof 
closed position. 

2. (Original) A convertible vehicle as in claim 1, further comprising a flexible water channel 
arranged and constructed to provide a water barrier between the vehicle body and the foldable 
roof, the flexible water channel having a first and second side, the first side being coupled to, and 
extending along, the rear, lower edge of the foldable roof, and the second side being coupled to 
the vehicle body. 

3. (Currently Amended) A convertible vehicle as in claim 2, wherein a lower portion of the rear 
window extends within the space defined between the tensioning bow portions when the roof is 
disposed in the roof closed position . 
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4. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 3, wherein the flexible water channel 
extends substantially horizontally around the rear roof portion in a generally U-shape, the 
flexible water channel being attached to the respective tensioning bow portions on lateral sides of 
the vehicle body and being directly attached to a lower edge of the rear window in a 
longitudinally middle portion of the vehicle body. 

5. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 4, wherein the flexible water channel is a 
one-piece, continuous member. 

6. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 5, wherein the flexible water channel 
comprises a flexible synthetic material. 

7. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 6, wherein the flexible water channel 
comprises a polyamide layer coated with polyurethane. 

8. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 7, wherein the flexible water channel 
includes a trough that is defined between first and second opposing walls, the second wall being 
coupled to the tensioning bow portions and the rear window and the first wall being coupled to 
the vehicle body, wherein the water channel is arranged and constructed such that the position of 
the trough and a height ratio of the first wall to the second wall varies according to the opening 
state of the roof. 

9. (Currently Amended) A convertible vehicle according to claim 8, wherein the water channel is 
arranged and constructed such that the height ratio between the first wall and the second wall is 
between about 5:1 and 1:5 when the roof is moved to a the roof open position from a the roof 
closed position. 

10. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 9, wherein the rear window is rigid and 
arched in cross-section and comprises curved lateral side portions that conform to corner 
portions of the rear roof portion. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A convertible vehicle, comprising: 

a vehicle body defining a window shoulder line along its upper edge, 
a foldable roof movably supported by the vehicle body and having a rigid, rear window 
disposed within a rear roof portion, the foldable roof being movable between a roof open 
position and a roof closed position, and the foldable roof being arranged and constructed to be 
stored substantially complet e ly within the vehicle body and substantially or compl e t e ly below 
the window shoulder line when the foldable roof is disposed in the roof open position, and 

at least first and second tensioning bow portions extending substantially laterally with 
respect to the rear window and substantially in parallel with a central longitudinal axis of the 
vehicle, wherein a first end of each tensioning bow portion is pivotably coupled to the vehicle 
body, a second end of each tensioning bow portion is pivotably coupled to the rear window, a 
gap is defined between the tensioning bow portions proximal to a lower edge of the rear window 
and the tensioning bow portions are arranged and constructed to apply a stretching force across a 
rear portion of a roof cover when the roof is disposed in the roof closed position. 

12. (Original) A convertible vehicle as in claim 11, further comprising a flexible water channel 
movably coupling the foldable roof to the vehicle body. 

13. (Original) A convertible vehicle as in claim 12, wherein the flexible water channel comprises 
first and second walls defining a trough therebetween, the first wall being coupled to the vehicle 
body, an inner portion of the second wall being attached to a lower edge of the rear window and 
outer portions of the second wall being respectively attached to the first and second tensioning 
bow portions. 

14. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 13, wherein the water channel is an 
integrally formed member having a substantially U-shape in horizontal cross-section. 

15. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 14, wherein the water channel comprises 
a stretchable polyamide layer. 
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16. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 15, wherein a height ratio of the first 
wall to the second wall varies between about 5:1 and 1:5 according to the opening state of the 
roof. 

17. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 16, wherein the rear window comprises 
curved lateral side portions so as to conform to corner portions of the rear roof portion. 

18. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 17, further comprising a seal disposed on 
the vehicle body proximal to the window shoulder line, wherein the foldable roof is arranged and 
constructed such that a lower portion of the rear window contacts the seal when the roof is 
disposed in the roof closed position and the lower portion of the rear window separates from the 
seal when the roof is moved to the roof open position. 

19. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 18, wherein the rear window provides a 
substantially panoramic rear view that is substantially unobstructed down to the window 
shoulder line when the roof is disposed in the roof closed position. 

20. (Currently Amended) A convertible vehicle according to claim 13, wherein a height ratio of 
the first wall to the second wall varies between about 5:1 and 1:5 according to the opening state 
of the roof. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a foldable roof having a roof cover and a rear window disposed within a rear roof portion 
of the roof cover, 

first and second tensioning bow portions arranged and constructed to apply a stretching 
force across lower, rear, side portions of the roof cover when the roof is disposed in a roof closed 
position, a first end of each tensioning bow portion being pivotably coupled , dir e ctly or 
indir e ctly, to the rear window and a second end of each tensioning bow portion being arranged 
and constructed to be pivotably attached to a convertible vehicle body, and 

a flexible water channel having a first wall, a second wall and a trough defined between 
the first and second walls, wherein the first wall is arranged and constructed to be attached to the 
convertible vehicle body, and wherein a central portion of the second wall is coupled to the rear 
window and outer portions of the second wall are respectively coupled to the first and second 
tensioning bow portions. 

22. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 21, wherein a space between the tensioning bow 
portions is defined proximal to a lower, rear edge of the foldable roof and at least a portion of the 
rear window is disposed within the space when the roof is disposed in the roof closed position. 

23. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 22, wherein the rear window comprises curved 
lateral side portions that conform to corner portions of the rear roof portion. 



7 



24. (Original) A convertible vehicle comprising: 

a convertible vehicle body defining a window shoulder line, 

the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the second end of each tensioning bow portion is 
pivotably attached to the convertible vehicle body and the first wall of the flexible water channel 
is coupled to the convertible vehicle body, and 

a seal disposed on the convertible vehicle body proximal to the window shoulder line, 
wherein the foldable roof is arranged and constructed such that a lower portion of the rear 
window contacts the seal when the roof is disposed in the roof closed position and the lower 
portion of the rear window separates from the seal when the roof is moved to a roof open 
position. 

25. (Original) A convertible vehicle according to claim 24, wherein the rear window is 
substantially rigid and wherein the foldable roof and the convertible vehicle body are arranged 
and constructed to store the rear window within the convertible vehicle body when the roof is 
disposed in the roof open position. 

26. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a foldable roof comprising a roof cover and a rear window supported within a rear roof 
portion, the foldable roof being arranged and constructed to be pivotably coupled to a vehicle 
body so as to be movable between a roof open position and a roof closed position, and 

first and second tensioning bow portions disposed on pivotably connected to opposite 
lateral sides of the rear window and respectively extending proximal to a lower edge of side 
portions of the foldable roof, wherein no tensioning bow is provided within a lower, rear section 
of the foldable roof defined by first and second vertically extending edges of the rear window 
such that a space between the first and second tensioning bow portions is defined within the 
lower, rear section of the foldable roof, and wherein the first and second tensioning bow portions 
are arranged and constructed to apply a stretching force across a rear portion of the roof cover 
when the foldable roof is disposed in the roof closed position. 
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27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 26, wherein at least a portion of the 
rear window is disposed within the space defined between the first and second tensioning bow 
portions when the roof is disposed in the roof closed position . 

28. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the rear window is substantially rigid 
and comprises curved lateral side portions that conform to corner portions of the rear roof 
portion. 

29. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the first tensioning bow portion is 
pivotably coupled to a lowermost portion of the first vertically extending edge of the rear 
window and the second tensioning bow portion is pivotably coupled to a lowermost portion of 
the second vertically extending edge of the rear window. 

30. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 29, further comprising a flexible water channel 
coupled to a lower edge of the foldable roof and being arranged and constructed to be attached to 
the vehicle body. 

31. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 30, wherein the flexible water channel is 
substantially U-shaped in horizontal cross-section and is also attached to the first and second 
tensioning bow portions. 

32. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 31, wherein the rear window is arranged and 
constructed so that, when the foldable roof is disposed in the roof closed position, the rear 
window extends to, or below, a window shoulder line defined by the vehicle body. 
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